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The CINCH file contains 13 variables:

· CONTROL – see AHS codebook

· SMSA number – see AHS codebook

· SMSA_NAME

· BEGIN_YEAR either 1994 or 1995

· END_YEAR always 2002

· FLCINCHWT  = Forward-looking CINCH weight

· BLCINCHWT = Backward-looking CINCH weight

· FLSTATUS = forward-looking status, see coding below

· BLSTATUS = backward-looking status, see coding below

· FLRENT = base year (1994 or 1995) rent category, see coding below

· FLAFFORD = rental affordability in 2002, see coding below

· BLRENT = 2002 rent category, see coding below

· BLAFFORD = rental affordability in base year (1994 or 1995), see coding below

FLSTATUS = Forward status = status of a base year (1994 or 1995) unit in 2002

0 = not in base year stock or in the base year stock but not interviewed in both the base year and 2002

1 = in base year stock and in 2002 stock

2 = in base year stock but a loss in 2002 due to conversion or merger

3 = in base year stock but a loss in 2002 due to mobile home move out

4 = in base year stock but a loss in 2002 due to nonresidential use

5 = in base year stock but a loss in 2002 due to demolition or disaster

6 = in base year stock but a loss in 2002 due to damage or condemnation

7 = in base year stock but a loss in 2002 for other reason

BLSTATUS = Backward status = status of a 2002 unit in base year (1994 or 1995)

0 = not in 2002 stock or in the 2002 stock but not interviewed in both the base year and 2002 

1 = in 2002 stock and in base year stock

2 = in 2002 stock but not in base year stock; added by conversion or merger

3 = in 2002 stock but not in base year stock; added by mobile home move in

4 = in 2002 stock but not in base year stock; added from nonresidential use

5 = in 2002 stock but not in base year stock; added by new construction

6 = in 2002 stock but not in base year stock; added by other reason (includes temporary losses in base year stock)

The last four variables deal with the concept of rental affordability.  Previous rental dynamics studies have classified rents into seven categories based on the ratio of the unit’s rent to various income levels.  A unit is considered affordable to the members of a class if the rent of the unit is no greater than 30 percent of the highest monthly income for that class.  The seven categories are:

· Non-market – either no cash rent or a subsidized rent

· extremely low rent (affordable to renters with incomes less than or equal to 35 percent of local area median income), 

· very low rent (affordable to renters with incomes greater than 35 percent but less than or equal to 50 percent of local area median income), 

· low rent (affordable to renters with incomes greater than 50 percent but less than or equal to 65 percent of local area median income), 

· moderate rent (affordable to renters with incomes greater than 65 percent but less than or equal to 80 percent of local area median income), 

· high rent (affordable to renters with incomes greater than 80 percent but less than or equal to 100 percent of local area median income), 

· very high rent (affordable to renters with incomes greater than 100 percent of local area median income).

FLRENT = Base year (1994 or 1995) rent category

 1 = a non-market rental unit in base year

 2 = an extremely low rent rental unit in base year

 3 = a very low rent rental unit in base year 

 4 = a low rent rental unit in base year (not used for Buffalo)

 5 = a rental unit in base year that is either a low rent, a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Buffalo)

6 = a moderate rent rental unit in base year (not used for Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee) 

7 = a rental unit in base year that is either a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Charlotte, Columbus,  Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee)

 8 = a high rent rental unit in base year (not used for Anaheim, Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Dallas, Kansas City, Fort Worth, Milwaukee, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

 9 = a rental unit in base year that is either a high rent or a very high rent unit (used only for Anaheim, Dallas, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

10 = a very high rent rental unit in base year (used only for Miami and San Diego)

. = missing

FLAFFORD = Forward rental affordability = affordability status in 2002 of base year (1994 or 1995) rental unit

  1 = a non-market rental unit in 2002

 2 = an extremely low rent rental unit in 2002 

 3 = a very low rent rental unit in 2002 

 4 = a low rent rental unit in 2002 (not used for Buffalo)

5 = a rental unit in 2002 that is either a low rent, a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Buffalo)

 6 = a moderate rent rental unit in 2002 (not used for Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee)

7 = a rental unit in 2002 that is either a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Charlotte, Columbus, Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee)

 8 = a high rent rental unit in 2002 (not used for Anaheim, Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Dallas, Kansas City, Fort Worth, Milwaukee, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

  9 = a rental unit in 2002 that is either a high rent or a very high rent unit (used only for Anaheim, Dallas, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

10 = a very high rent rental unit in 2002 (used only for Miami and San Diego)

11 = an owner occupied unit in 2002

12 = a vacant or seasonal unit in 2002

13 = a unit not in the 2002 stock

. = missing

BLRENT = Current year (2002) rent category

1 = a non-market rental unit in 2002

 2 = an extremely low rent rental unit in 2002 

 3 = a very low rent rental unit in 2002 

 4 = a low rent rental unit in 2002 (not used for Buffalo)

5 = a rental unit in 2002 that is either a low rent, a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Buffalo) 6 = a moderate rent rental unit in 2002 (not used for Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee)

 7 = a rental unit in 2002 that is either a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Charlotte, Columbus, Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee)

8 = a high rent rental unit in 2002 (not used for Anaheim, Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Dallas, Kansas City, Fort Worth, Milwaukee, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

9 = a rental unit in 2002 that is either a high rent or a very high rent unit (used only for Anaheim, Dallas, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

 10 = a very high rent rental unit in 2002 (used only for Miami and San Diego)

. = missing

BLAFFORD = Backward rental affordability = affordability status in base year (1994 or 1995) of a 2002 rental unit

1 = a non-market rental unit in base year

 2 = an extremely low rent rental unit in base year 

 3 = a very low rent rental unit in base year 

 4 = a low rent rental unit in base year (not used for Buffalo)

  5 = a rental unit in base year that is either a low rent, a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Buffalo)

6 = a moderate rent rental unit in base year (not used for Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee) 

 7 = a rental unit in base year that is either a moderate rent, a high rent, or a very high rent unit (used only for Charlotte, Columbus,  Fort Worth, Kansas City, and Milwaukee)

8 = a high rent rental unit in base year (not used for Anaheim, Buffalo, Charlotte, Columbus, Dallas, Fort Worth, Kansas City, Milwaukee, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

  9 = a rental unit in base year that is either a high rent or a very high rent unit (used only for Anaheim, Dallas, Phoenix, Portland, and Riverside)

10 = a very high rent rental unit in base year (used only for Miami and San Diego)

11 = an owner occupied unit in base year

12 = a vacant or seasonal unit in base year

13 = a unit added by new construction

14 = a unit not in the base year stock but not added through new construction

. = missing

