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16.  Abstract  1 
The o b j e c t i v e  was t o  o b t a i n  da ta  needed t o  reach  r a t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d -  I i ng s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  so t h a t  w ide - l oad  movements can be made as. s a f e l y  as p o s s i  b l e ,  

w i t h o u t  undue economic burdens t o  t h e  purchasers o f  such homes, t o  t h e  s t a t e s ,  o r  t o  
o t h e r  use rs  o f  t h e  highways. The p r o j e c t  i q c l u d e d  e x t e n s i v e  pho tog raph i c  and v i s u a l  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  12- and 1 4 - f t  w ide  m o b i l e  and 
modul a r  homes i n  20 s t a t e s ,  w i t h  about  12,000 m i l e s  b e i n g  logged on 63 t r i p s .  N e a r l y  
3,000 m o t o r i s t s  were stopped on t h e  highways o f  s i x  s t a t e s  and i n t e r v i e w e d .  These 
i n t e r v i e w s  and a s s o c i a t e d  m a i l  -back q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  were analyzed t o  de termine p u b l  i c  
o p i n i o n s  concern ing  many v e h i c l e s  i n c l u d i n g  m o b i l e  homes. Ex tens i ve  c o s t s  and opera-  
t i o n a l  da ta  were o b t a i n e d  f rom c a r r i e r s  o f  w ide  l oads .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c o s t  and 
r e s u l  a t i o n  i n f o r ~ i i a t i o n  were ga thered f rom o f f i c i a l s  o f  most s t a t e s .  

A f t e r  assembl ing and combin ing a1 1  o f  t hese  da ta ,  a  number o f  s u b j e c t s  were 
addressed, i n c l u d i n g :  (1  ) t h e  need f o r  p e r m i t s ;  ( 2 )  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  mu1 t i p l e - t r i p  
pe rm i t s ;  ( 3 )  p e r m i t  c o s t s  ; ( 4 )  p e r m i t  r e c i p r o c i t y ;  ( 5 )  t h e  adv i  sab i  1  i ty o f  d i  v i  s i  b l  e  
loads;  ( 6 )  t h e  use o f  d i v i d e d  vs two- lane roads;  (7 )  reasonab le  speeds f o r  wide loads ;  
( 8 )  r e a r  l i g h t i n g  needs; ( 9 )  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  e s c o r t  v e h i c l e s ;  (10)  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between 12- and 14-wides ; (1  1  ) d i f f e r e n c e s  between mobi 1  es and modul a rs ;  (I 2) s p e c i f i c  
s a f e t y  hazards noted; and (1 3) r e g u l a t o r y  ques t i ons  such as s i g n i n g ,  f l a g g i n g ,  e t c .  
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