Notes on the 061226 release of the 2005 American Housing Survey Public Use File

On December 26, 2006, the U.S. Census Bureau released a revised public use microdata file (PUF) of the 2005 national American Housing Survey. The new file includes these changes:

· Fixes to the topcoding of the UNITSF and LOT variables (unit square feet and lot size).

· Additional records representing manufactured (mobile) home units that were dropped from the survey as part of sample improvement.

· Additional records representing previous Type C noninterview cases.

In addition to those intentional changes, the inclusion of the dropped and Type C records caused changes to the values of a few income limit and fair market rent variables, as is explained below.

Unit Square Feet And Lot Size

Because of a processing error, the topcoding for UNITSF and LOT was done incorrectly.  In the previous version of the dataset, some records had values of 4300 for UNITSF, and some had 10421.  The correct topcoded value is 10099.  Similarly, for some records LOT was erroneously given the value 999987 instead of the correct topcode, 983834.  The new file has the correct values.

Additional Records for Noninterview Cases

The AHS is a longitudinal survey which can be used to trace changes in the housing stock over time.  Because of this, our practice is to include records for housing units that are no longer in the sample, either because the units have ceased to exist or because of a change in the sampling strategy.  The previous version of the dataset did not include records for some "Type C" noninterview cases.  Type C cases are housing units that were permanently deleted from the stock (for example, by demolition).  In addition to these, the previous dataset omitted records for the manufactured (mobile) home units that were dropped from the sample when the Census Bureau drew a new sample of such units from the 2000 census.  These omitted records have been restored, so that users who are interested in longitudinal analysis can trace what happened to them.  The new version of the dataset includes 9,439 additional records.  The records for the dropped manufactured housing units have NOINT=38 “Type C - Unit eliminated in subsampling.”
Note that all Type C cases have zero weights.  Thus, most tabulations performed using the previous version of the dataset should be unaffected by the addition of these cases.

Changes in Income Limits and Fair Market Rents
The inclusion of additional noninterview cases led the Census Bureau to uncover programming errors that had caused small changes in some values for the income limit and fair market rent variables.  Specifically, some noninterviewed cases had been inappropriately included in the calculation of minimum and maximum income limits and fair market rents (FMRA, FMRB, L50A, L50B).  Also, a small number of interviewed cases outside of identified metropolitan areas (that is, cases with SMSA = 9999) had been inappropriately   excluded from the calculations of minimum, maximum, and mean income   limits and fair market rents  (FMR, FMRA, FMRB, L50, L50A, L50B).  A total of 4,623 interviewed cases (STATUS = 1,2,3), all with SMSA=9999, change compared to the last PUF.  The FMR change is always less than 2.5 percent, and averages 0.7 percent.  The changes to L50 (very low income threshold) are always less than 1 percent. The table below reports the means and average percent difference for the interviewed cases that changed.

Changes in Income Limits and Fair Market Rent Values

Sample size = 4,623 cases with changes in average fair market rents.
	Variable
	Label
	PUF
	Mean
	Minimum
	Maximum

	FMR
	Fair market rent (average)
	Old
	         953.15 
	           496 
	       3,141 

	
	
	New
	         960.00 
	           497 
	       3,177 

	
	
	Change
	0.71%
	-1.06%
	2.45%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	L50
	Very low income limit (average)
	Old
	    24,253.97 
	      17,509 
	      44,288 

	
	
	New
	    24,268.84 
	      17,658 
	      44,167 

	
	
	Change
	0.09%
	-0.31%
	0.85%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	FMRA
	Fair market rent (minimum)
	Old
	         616.21 
	           270 
	       1,689 

	
	
	New
	         616.21 
	           270 
	       1,689 

	
	
	Change
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	FMRB
	Fair market rent (maximum)
	Old
	      1,419.18 
	           682 
	       4,406 

	
	
	New
	      1,488.23 
	           743 
	       4,406 

	
	
	Change
	5.50%
	0.00%
	22.12%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	L50A
	Very low income limit (minimum)
	Old
	    18,412.69 
	      13,700 
	      32,400 

	
	
	New
	    18,412.69 
	      13,700 
	      32,400 

	
	
	Change
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	L50B
	Very low income limit (maximum)
	Old
	    34,411.54 
	      24,900 
	      74,650 

	
	
	New
	    34,004.99 
	      24,900 
	      74,650 

	
	
	Change
	-1.13%
	-10.53%
	0.00%
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