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The 2001 American Housing Survey (AHS) public use file (PUF) contains three weight variables, WEIGHT, PWT, and WGT90GEO.  WEIGHT is the standard AHS weight variable.  It is compatible with earlier surveys and should be used for most purposes.  PWT is the “pure weight,” the inverse of the probability of selection.  It should be used for consistent longitudinal weighting.  WGT90GEO is new to the survey.  It is the adjusted weight based on 1990 metropolitan geography.  WGT90GEO and WEIGHT should give the same aggregate frequencies for national totals.  However, WGT90GEO will yield metropolitan area subtotals which better reflect the 1990 OMB metropolitan area definitions than WEIGHT.  Of particular note is that the tables in the 2001 AHS publication use WGT90GEO.  This document is a guide to data users who want to match their own tabulations from the PUF to the corresponding items in publication tables 1A-1 through 1A-7 in the report, as a way of checking their specifications.  This document includes these sections:

1. Data items which can be matched to the publication tables exactly.

2. Data items which will not match the publication tables, with some alternative tables that should match.

The findings described below were determined by the Census Bureau, through the work of Paul Harple and Thomas Blatt, among others.

1) The PUF tabulations matched the official publication tabulations for the following items.  The data in official publication can be used to verify that PUF tabulations using the 1990 geography based weight were run correctly.

STUB ITEMS:

· Year Structure Built

· Suitability for Year-Round-Use

· Time Sharing

· Duration of Vacancy

· Last Used as a Permanent Residence

· Regions

· Homes Currently for Sale or Rent

· Reason Extra Unit Owned

· Location of Extra Unit

· Nights Owner Spent at Extra Unit

· Nights Owner Rented Extra Unit

· Manufactured/Mobile Home Set Up

· Stories Between Main and Apartment Entrance

· Common Stairways

· Light Fixtures in Public Halls

· Elevator on Floor

· Foundation

· External Building Conditions

· Site Placement

· Rooms

· Bedrooms

· Complete Bathrooms

· Square Footage of Unit

· Lot Size

· Equipment

· Air Conditioning

· Main Heating Equipment

· Other Heating Equipment

· Plumbing

· Primary Source of Water

· Safety of Primary Source of Water

· Means of Sewage Disposal

· Main House Heating Fuel

· Other House Heating Fuel

· Cooking Fuel

· Water Heating Fuel

· Central Air Conditioning Fuel

· Clothes Dryer Fuel

· Units Using Each Fuel

· Selected Amenities

· Owner or Manager on Property

· Selected Deficiencies

· Description of Area Within 300 Feet

· Bodies of Water Within 300 Feet

· Age of Other Residential Buildings Within 300 Feet

· Other Buildings Vandalized or With Interior Exposed Within 300 Feet

· Conditions of Street Within 300 Feet

· Trash, Litter, or Junk on Streets or Any Properties Within 300 Feet

COLUMN HEADINGS:
· Total Occupied

· Seasonal

· Total Year-round

· Total Occupied

· Owner

· Renter

· Total Year-round vacant

· For Rent

· For Sale Only

· Rented or Sold

· Occasional Use/URE

· Other Vacant

· Manufactured/Mobile Homes

2) The PUF tabulations did NOT match the official publication tabulations for the following items.  Possible reasons for the difference are given.

STUB ITEMS:
Units in Structure

We believe that the differences for multiunit structures are due to top coding on the PUF.  The results are similar.  Verification Table 1 can be used to verify that PUF tabulations using the 1990 geography based weight were run correctly.

Condos and Coops

The difference is because condos and coops, which are separate on the internal file, are recoded into one category (condo or coop) on the PUF.  Verification Table 1 can be used to verify that PUF tabulations using the 1990 geography based weight were run correctly.

Metropolitan/Nonmetropolitan Areas

PUF cannot be used to reproduce the publications tabulation because the PUF has only 1980 geographic definitions (METRO3), whereas the publication uses 1990 definitions.

Place Size

The PUF cannot be used to produce Place Size as shown in the publication, as the variable used to produce the publication tabulation is not on the PUF for confidentiality reasons.  (This has always been the case.  It is not new in the 2001 survey.)

Stories in Structure

We believe that the differences are due to top coding on the PUF.  Results are similar.  Verification Table 1 can be used to verify that PUF tabulations using the 1990 geography based weight were run correctly.

Manufactured/Mobile Homes in Group

We believe that the differences are due to top coding on the PUF.  Results are similar.  Publication style tabulations cannot be used for verification purposes, as top coding causes all cases to fall in the lower category of “1 to 6.”
COLUMN HEADINGS:

New Construction 4 Years

This column cannot be duplicated using the PUF.  It is based on a recode that uses the variable MBUILT, which is not on the PUF.

VERIFICATION TABLE 1:  1990 geography based weighting, PUF file

Characteristics     Total Housing Units     Seasonal                                                                          Year-round                                                                    Manu-

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                factured

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                mobile

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                homes

                                                                                                    Occupied                                                       Vacant                                                                         

                                                                                       Total     Owner   Renter    Total   For Rent   Rental    For Sale   Rented    Occasional   Other    

                                                                                                                                                              vacancy  only         or sold     use/URE      vacant    

Units in 

Structure

1, detached
73 427
1 900
 67 129
59 239
7 890
4 399
526
6.2
858
364
1 268 
1 268
 0

1, attached
 8 428
 167
 7 305
3 722
3 583
 956
334
8.5
 78
 72
250
222
0

2 to 4
9 276
 105
 8 124
1 282
6 842
1 047
545
7.3
 57
 62
192
191
0

5 to 9
5 633
 62
 4 951
 482
4 469
 619
377
7.7
 17
 19
130
77
0

10 to 19
5 309
 63
 4 572
 505
4 067
 673
391
8.7
 21
 54
165
43
0

20 to 49
3 901
 65
 3 286
 431
2 856
 551
324
10.1
 27
 60
86
53
0

50 or more
4 266
 89
 3 675
 603
3 072
 502
255
7.6
 20
 30
159
37
0

Manufactured/

Mobile home

Or trailer
 8 876
 626
 7 219
6 001
1 218
1 031
165
11.9
 165
 71
345
285
8 876

Cooperatives

and

Condominiums
 6 637
 365
 5 316
3 802
 1 514
956
 140
8.4
 130
 67
513
106
104

Stories in 

Structure

1
38 762
 1 334
34 147
25 668
 8 480
 3 281
 728
7.9
 507
 231
 859
956
 0

2
38 458
725
34 892
22 440
12 451
2 842
1 012
7.5
 298
 218
 733
582
 0

3
24 951
 263
22 838
15 535
7 303
1 851
 684
8.5
 223
 164
 429
351
0

4 to 6
 6 176
78
5 509
2 172
3 336
 590
 260
7.2
 32
 27
 168
104
 0

7 or more
 1 894
53
1 657
 449
1 209
 184
 67
5.2
 19
 21
 61
15
 0

