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Introduction

This document provides information on the tables located in the “NOLASYM2009.xlsx” file.  These tables show differences in characteristics of the same housing units interviewed in both 2004 to 2009, before and after Hurricane Katrina.
Methodology

The American Housing Survey enumerated the New Orleans Metropolitan area in both 2004 and 2009.  The 2004 survey resembled the national questionnaire, while the 2009 questionnaire asked additional questions related to Hurricane Katrina damage.
Of the 6,197 units in the sample for 2009, 4,014 of these were matched back to the 2004 survey.  AHS staff created two datasets of these 4,014 units – one for the housing characteristics in 2004 and one for 2009.  These datasets were then merged together, keeping both a 2004 and 2009 version of each variable.
To weight the data, AHS staff incorporated forward looking weights developed by Frederick J.  Eggers of Econometrica, Inc. for the Components of Inventory Change project.
  These weights were adjusted to compensate for cases that were Type A, or non-responses, in one or both years.  The weights were scaled to the total number of units in 2004.
In addition to the weighting changes, all 2004 variables collected in monetary units, such as household income or home value, were adjusted to 2009 dollars to account for inflation.  Inflation adjustments were made based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI), multiplying the 2004 values by a factor of 1.098499744.  
How to Read the Tables
In each of the symmetrical tables, the columns represent the housing characteristics in 2009 and the rows represent the housing characteristics in 2004.  These tables are “forward-looking”, therefore they show the 2009 characteristics of the 2004 New Orleans housing stock.
For example, the first column and row of table 1 is the intersection of the “Total Housing Units” row for 2004 and the “Total Housing Units” column for 2009.  The number in here, 491,700, represents the total number of units in 2004 that were also housing units in 2009.  Moving across one column will give the total number of 2004 Housing Units that were Seasonal in 2009.  Similarly, moving down one column and looking at the number in the second row and second column will give us the total number of Seasonal units in 2004 that were also Seasonal in 2009.  

This principal applies to all of the symmetrical tables.  It is easiest to first find the 2004 characteristic of interest and locate the appropriate row, then look across the columns on that row to view the 2009 characteristics for those units.  It is important to focus on the 2004 housing stock as a base with these tables.  The weights were not designed to look backwards from the total stock in 2009 because newly constructed units will not have existed in 2004.

Reading median lines is a similar process.  For instance, to find the median 2009 monthly housing costs of units that had monthly costs between $400 and $499 in 2004, find the “$400 to $499” row in table 9 and trace over to the final “median” column to see that housing units within that 2004 range incurred a median monthly housing cost of $732 in 2009.  Keep in mind that all dollar amounts were inflation adjusted to 2009 dollars. 
Caveats
There are a few caveats to keep in mind when viewing the New Orleans symmetrical tables.  

First, the total number of units shown for each 2004 category will not match the totals in the 2004 publication.  With few exceptions they will be smaller than the 2004 totals.  This is due to the fact that there are no columns for units that were destroyed or no longer eligible housing units in 2009.  This concept applies to all of the tables.  For instance, in table 2 which shows demographic characteristics of the householders, the units that were occupied in 2004 but vacant in 2009 are not shown.
Second, due to a reduction in manufactured/mobile homes in the 2009 sample, it was not possible to adjust the totals to 2004 levels for manufactured/mobile homes.  About half of the mobile home cases in 2004 were cut from the 2009 sample before interviewing, which accounts for this difference.
Finally, all 2004 variables representing a dollar amount were adjusted to 2009 levels to account for inflation.  This may alter the distribution across categories for sections dealing with monetary values, such as household income and home value.
� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/cinch.html" �http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/cinch.html� for more information about Components of Inventory Change.





